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THINGS
TODO

MEET

Iris Apfel Book Signing

and Pop-Up Shop,

Ann Norton Sculpture
Gardens
Sip, stroll and shop for the
holidays while Apfel, one of
the most dynamic person-
alities in the world of fashion,
textiles and interior design,
signs copies of her new book,
“Accidental Icon,” on the main
lawn of the gardens.
The event is 3 to 4:30 p.m.
today. 253 Barcelona Road,
West Palm Beach. Nonmember
adults $15, seniors 65 and
older $10, students $7 and
members and children under 5
are free. Information: 561-832-
5328; www.ansg.org

SEE LIFE
How! at the Moon,
Delaplane Preserve
This twilight hike
will offer participants the
chance to see the sunset and
moonrise nearly simultane-
ously. The guided hike covers
a quarter mile. Bring your own
flashlights.
The hike is 5 p.m. today.
6084 SW Gaines Ave.,

Singer-songwriter Jon Shain will perform tonight during MacArthur
Under Moonlight at MacArthur Beach State Park. [PHOTO BY KIM

HAWKS]

772-214-2790; www.martin.
fl.us/EcoRestoration

up that last minute holiday
shopping while enjoying a
beer. Attendees can buy beer

HEAR THEM and food from Savoury Eats
A Rockapella Kitchen.
Christmas, The event is 1 to 4 p.m. today.

Parker Playhouse
This lighthearted yet unforget-
table experience is packed
with holiday cheer. The awe-
inspiring five-man powerhouse
will bring the classics including
“Little Drummer Boy,” “O Little
Town of Bethlehem” and many
more..
The show is 8 tonight. 707 NE
Eighth St., Fort Lauderdale.
Tickets start at $37.
Information: www.browardcen-
ter.org

SHoOP
Holiday Craft Fair,
Due South Brewing

2900 High Ridge Road, No. 3,
Boynton Beach. Information:
www.duesouthbrewing.com

BY THE LIGHT
MacArthur Under
Moonlight featur-
ing Jon Shain,
MacArthur Beach State Park
This singer-songwriter has
been turning heads for years
with his fiery acoustic guitar
work and music style, which

combines improvised Piedmont

blues with bluegrass, swing
and ragtime.

The show is 7 to 9 tonight.
10900 Jack Nicklaus Drive,

Check out
handmade goods by over a

North Palm Beach. $5.
Information: www.macarthur-

Head over to the Ann Norton Sculpture Gardens today for a chance
to meet the one and only Iris Apfel. She will be signing copies of her
new book. [PHOTO BY DANIELA FEDERICA]

Take a guided hike tonight through the Delaplane Preserve in Stuart
and watch the full moon rise and the sun set nearly simultaneously.
[ALLEN EYESTONE/PALMBEACHPOST.COM]

CAR TALK

This battery failure is
likely due to bad luck

Stuart. Free. Information: dozen local crafters and finish beach.org
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ership, both said they
just don’t put great
batteries in cars any-
more. My local dealer
said they even had bat-
teries fail on new cars
freshly delivered to
them. Is this true of all
new cars, or just General
Motors? I'm nervous
that this will happen
again and strand me in
my new car. — Judy

Car Talk:

We're glad you were
rescued, Judy, and didn’t
end up passing through
the digestive system of
ablack bear. But I'm not
aware of any big drop
in quality in new-car
batteries, although the
dealers may notice new-
car problems before we
would, since we don’t
usually see cars until
they’re out of warranty.
Unless a battery is defec-
tive, or there’s some-
thing wrong with your

car’s charging system, a
good battery should last
an average of about five
years. And even mid-
range batteries should
last three to four years.
So you may have got-
ten a normally adequate
battery that had a manu-
facturing defect. That’s
not unheard of. It’s also
not unusual for a battery
to die without warn-
ing. Sometimes you'll
notice that the starter
motor is cranking slower
than it used to. But lots
of people don’t notice
that because it hap-
pens gradually, or they
simply don’t care until
the car fails to start.
Newer cars do use

more power when
they’re just sitting — for
things like alarms, emis-

sions computers and
wireless connections. So
it’s more common than
it used to be for a battery
to die when a car sits for
acouple of weeks. That
may be what the dealer
is referring to in regard
tonew cars on his lot.
But in that case, you’d
just recharge the bat-
tery. You don’t have
toreplace it. Your bat-
tery presumably could
not be recharged. So
my guess — and my
hope — is that it was
just bad luck, Judy.

My advice would be
to do your research

Newer cars do use more
power when they're
Jjust sitting — for things
like alarms, emissions
computers and wireless
connections. So it’s
more common than it
used to be for a battery
to die when a car sits
for a couple of weeks.

when replacing a bat-
tery, if you have time.
Sometimes you just need
abattery right away —
like you did — so you
can’t go to Consumer
Reports online and
find out which bat-
tery is best. And if the
idea of a future battery
failure really worries
you, another thing you
could do is take a jump
pack with you when
you travel out of town.

They now make amaz-
ing lithium ion battery
packs that are the size
of a small book and will
fit in your glove com-
partment. Yet they're
powerful enough to start
most cars, under most
conditions. They cost an
average of about $100.
And if you take one with
you (heeding the warn-
ing about storing it ina
hot place), you should
be able to overcome a
dead battery, evenin
aremote location.

As abonus, these
compact jump packs
also can be used to
charge up your phone
or tablet. So if you don’t
want to jump-start the
car with it, you’ll have
enough power to watch
an unlimited number of
YouTube videos about
automotive reuphol-
stery while you're wait-
ing for the tow truck.

Got a question about
cars? Write to Click

and Clack Talk Cars,
Car Talk Plaza, Box
3500, Harvard Square,
Cambridge, MA 02238.
We can’t answer your
letter personally, but will
run the best ones in the
column. You can also
email us by visiting the
Car Talk section of www.
cars.com on the internet.
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