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Arts
Change is in the wind for Palm Beach’s arts scene
By Jan Sjostrom
Daily News Staff Writer

N

ew spaces, programs and faces
will enrich the
arts scene in 2019-20.
Workers are hustling to
complete the majority of the
Kravis Center’s $40 million
upgrade by Nov. 3, when
Dreyfoos Hall is scheduled
to host its first show of the
season.
Most of the improvements
are designed to enhance
the customer experience.
They include an expanded
Dreyfoos Hall lobby, a
pedestrian-friendly plaza
opening onto Okeechobee

Boulevard, a new valet
parking garage and speedier access to the existing
garage’s fourth and fifth
floors.
The center has raised $21
million so far toward its
$50 million campaign goal,
which includes a nest egg
for future improvements.
New board chairman Jeffrey
Stoops has made raising the
rest of the money his top
priority for his first year in
office.
The Palm Beach
Symphony is settling into
its new headquarters at
400 Hibiscus St. in West
Palm Beach. The space will
enable the organization to

host small events, such as its
Meet the Artists series, on its
own turf.
There’s been a changing of the guard at several
organizations.
In mid-October, David
Walker succeeded Daniel
Biaggi as general director of
Palm Beach Opera.
“I look forward to continuing the incredible
growth in the quality of
the artistic product we’ve
experienced in the last five
to seven years,” he said.
With more advance planning the opera can book even
more in-demand top singers,
See SCENE, B8

The Kravis Center is scheduled to reopen Dreyfoos Hall on Nov. 3.
Most of the center’s $40 million upgrade should be completed by
then. [DAMON HIGGINS/PALMBEACHDAILYNEWS.COM]

Top picks for
the arts season
in Palm Beach
By Jan Sjostrom
Daily News Staff Writer

I

f we had to characterize the 2019-20 cultural season
with a single word, adventuresome springs to mind.
Several new leaders will take a bow. Dramaworks
will mount a commissioned world premiere set during the
McCarthy era, the Kravis Center will present the long-awaited
hit musical “Hamilton” and the Flagler will feature an exhibition exposing the relationship through history between
American women and their undergarments.
Looking ahead, these are the events that most pique our
interest.
Pianist Garrick Ohlsson will perform March 18 at The Society of the Four Arts. [PHOTO BY DARIO ACOSTA]

Garrick Ohlsson
March 18
The Society of the Four Arts
The renowned pianist is making his Four Arts debut with a program featuring Frederic
Chopin’s “Nocturne in B-flat” minor and “Sonata No. 3 in B” minor and Johannes Brahms’
“Sonata No. 1 in C”major and Pieces. Ohlsson is the only American to win first prize at the
Chopin International Piano Competition, widely regarded as the world’s most prestigious piano
competition.

Georgia O’Keeffe: Living
Modern

Textile artist Richard Saja creates what he calls embroidery
“interferences” in the formal patterns of French toile. He’s one of
three Beyer Artists-in-Residence who will visit The Society of the
Four Arts this season. [COURTESY OF THE SOCIETY OF THE FOUR ARTS]

Beyer Artists-in-Residence
The Society of the Four Arts
Textile artist Richard Saja, Jan. 8-17
Curator Phillip Prodger, Feb. 24-28
Photographer Mandy Barker, April 13-20
Each artist will introduce a new art form to the residency
program. Saja specializes in what he calls embroidery “interferences” in the formal patterns of French toile (typically
a one-color print of a pastoral scene on a white ground).
Prodger’s residency will include a two-day workshop and field
trip to hone curating skills. Barker’s abstract compositions
featuring plastic garbage spotlight the global marine pollution
crisis.

Nov. 22-Feb. 2
Norton Museum
The independent-minded Georgia
O’Keeffe wasn’t about to let others
define who she was or her art. This
exhibition explores how O’Keeffe,
one of the first female painters to
achieve worldwide acclaim, crafted
her public image. The show is the
first to display examples of her
clothes along with her paintings and
famous photographers’ portraits of
the artist and her homes.
Alfred Stieglitz’s circa 1920-22 portrait of
Georgia O’Keeffe is featured in Georgia
O’Keeffe: Living Modern, which will be
on view Nov. 22-Feb. 4 at the Norton
Museum in West Palm Beach. The
exhibition is organized by the Brooklyn
Museum and curated by Wanda M. Corn,
Robert and Ruth Halperin Professor
Emerita in Art History, Stanford
University, and made possible by the
National Endowment of the Arts.

Canopy of Stars
concert

The hit musical “Hamilton” will be performed Jan. 28-Feb. 16 at the
Kravis Center in West Palm Beach. [PHOTO BY JOAN MARCUS]

Hamilton
Jan. 28-Feb. 16
Kravis on Broadway series
Yes, Lin-Manuel Miranda’s groundbreaking hip-hop infused
musical about founding father Alexander Hamilton finally
is coming to a theater near us. The show scooped up 11 Tony
Awards in 2016 and bagged the Pulitzer Prize for drama.
Demand for “Hamilton” tickets sparked such a run on Kravis
on Broadway series subscriptions that the center stopped selling them. The Kravis Center says it should know when single
tickets go on sale within a few weeks.

Gerard Schwarz, Palm Beach Symphony’s new artistic and music
director, will conduct the season-opening Masterworks concert Dec.
8 at the Kravis Center. [PHOTO COURTESY OF INDIEHOUSE FILMS]

MORE MUST-SEE EVENTS, B2, B6

Palm Beach Symphony
Dec. 8
Kravis Center
The opening concert of
the Masterworks series is
the first Gerard Schwarz will
conduct as the symphony’s
new music director. The
all-Beethoven program, a
nod to the 250th anniversary of the composer’s birth,
will feature his fourth piano
concerto and ninth symphony. Guest artists will
include singer soloists, three
choruses and pianist Horacio
Gutierrez, who Schwarz calls
“one of the great Beethoven
interpreters.”
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Philip Rylands, The Society of the Four Arts’ new
president and CEO, in the Four Arts’ Gardens earlier this
month. [DAMON HIGGINS/PALMBEACHDAILYNEWS.COM]
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conductors and stage
directors, he said. He’s
also focusing on building
audiences by employing
the latest marketing and
community engagement
practices.
Gerard Schwarz, the
Seattle Symphony’s
former music director
and now the Palm Beach
Symphony’s music
director, also plans to
boost audience and
donor support.
He’s begun by enlivening the Masterworks
series with a blend of
familiar and newer
music and outstanding
soloists. He’s brightened
the chamber music series
with enhancements such
as film and an on-stage
commentary by Richard
Daneilpour about his
“String Quartet No. 6.”
Schwarz says his first
loyalty is to the music.
“I want to do the
composers’ music in
the way I believe it was
intended,” he said.
British-born Philip
Rylands, longtime
head of the Peggy
Guggenheim Collection
in Venice, is learning the
ropes at The Society of
the Four Arts, where he
started work as president and chief executive
in mid-September.

Gerard Schwarz, left, is music director and David McClymont is chief executive ofﬁcer of Palm Beach Symphony.
[MEGHAN MCCARTHY/PALMBEACHDAILYNEWS.COM]

David Walker [PHOTO BY
COASTAL CLICK PHOTOGRAPHY]

After 37 years of
immersion in modernist
art he’s looking forward
to savoring the variety
and the quality of the
Four Arts’ programs, he
said.
Elliot Bostwick Davis,
who succeeded Hope
Alswang in March, will
begin her first full season
as the Norton Museum’s
director and CEO.
Among the new
programs that have
blossomed since the
opening of the Norton’s
$100 million expansion in February is a
Latin American artists
initiative. That’s right
in Davis’ wheelhouse.
She spearheaded the
ground-breaking Art
of the Americas Wing
at the Museum of Fine
Arts, Boston.
Executive and artistic
director Michael Finn
See SCENE, B9
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Elliot Bostwick Davis [PHOTO BY CAPEHART]
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and the Chamber Music
Society of Palm Beach
parted ways during the
summer.
Douglas Evans is the
society’s new executive director. He’s the
founder of Classical
South Florida Radio,
whose stations were
sold in 2015 to the
Educational Media
Foundation. He’s also
been on the executive
team of the Nederlander
organization and head of
development, marketing
and communications at
the Perez Art Museum in
Miami.
Violinist Arnaud
Sussmann is the society’s new artistic
director. In addition to

having an international
career as a musician,
he was recently named
co-artistic director of
Music@Menlo’s international music program.
No new leaders have
moved in at the Ann
Norton Sculpture
Gardens, but there is a
new master plan that’s
behind the organization’s expanded
programs. Among the
new offerings: More
exhibitions, lecture and
jazz series, Wednesday
morning master gardener talks and well
being programs in the
garden.
All the changes are
bound to bring yet more
changes. We’ll see what
develops as the season
unfolds.
jsjostrom@pbdailynews.com
@sjostromjan

Thank you
for supporting real
local journalism.

Worth your time.
Worth your support.

Sunday, October 20, 2019

B9

